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            10TH APRIL 2012

THE PASSING OF AN ERA

With great sense of loss and sympathy, we regret to inform our members the sudden demise of SHRI R.N.GODBOLE, the veteran trade union leader and the founder of Officers’ Federation, on 9th April 2012 at 11.00 a.m. in Bangalore after a brief illness.  Shri Godbole, a strong advocate of apolitical trade union movement in the Banking Industry started his trade-union career, in the then Madras Circle, when he was working as an award staff.  The involvement and commitment of the leaders of our Union in the welfare of the workforce energized him to actively involve him in trade union activities which elevated him to the position of Assistant General Secretary in our Union.   Trade union being the instrument of social development, he strained his every nerve to protect the members from the exploitation by the Bank.  The movement amongst Bank officers to protect their interests and rights originated in our Bank and it started getting a shape in 1965.  Shri Godbole, after his promotion as Trainee Officer in 1965 involved himself in the movement for Officers in getting a trade union character and his ascending career saw him holding various positions in Officers’ Association/Federation besides representing Officers in the Bank’s Central Board for 14 years before his retirement from Bank’s service in June 1995.


He very firmly believed that co-operation and co-ordination should exist between Workmen Union and Officers’ Association for protecting their rights and our veteran leaders always used to recall his role in establishing the non-political character of the union. We offer our respect to the departed soul and pray his soul may rest in peace.  
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In this regard, we reproduce hereunder the text of Circular No.54 dated 9th April 2012 released by the Secretary of our dear Federation for the information of our members.

       








          (C.M.BASKARAN)
 








     GENERAL SECRETARY
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Text of the CircULAR NO.54 dated 9TH APRIL 2012

With an extremely heavy heart we have to inform our members of the sad demise of Comrade R.N.Godbole. Born at Bijapur in Karnataka on 16th June 1935, Com. Godbole joined the Bank’s service in August 1957. He was closely associated with the trade union movement in the Bank and occupied prominent positions during his service in the Bank. Beginning from being the Assistant General Secretary representing Karnataka in State Banks’ Staff Union (Madras Circle) he rose to the position of Vice President of Staff Federation from 1962 to 1965. On promotion as Trainee Officer in 1965 he became Vice President of the Officers’ Association in the then Madras Circle moving upwards to occupy the position of Vice President of Officers’ Federation. The following and remaining 20 years of his service, prior to his retirement in 1995, found him at the helm of affairs in the Officers’ Federation when he ably steered its affairs as General Secretary from 1974 to 1994. At the same time, Com. Godbole was also appointed as Director on the Central Board of State Bank of India representing Officers from 1978 to 1992. He was founder General Secretary of All India Bank Officers’ Confederation from 1985 to 1995.

A book “Momentous Movement – Glimpses” penned by Comrade V.Ganesan, contains a chapter titled ‘1961-The Turning Point’. Here we find a mention of the fight given by Com. R.N. Godbole right from the time of his appointment in the Bank’s service in 1957 to 1961 when the evil designs of outside leadership were ousted and thrown out of power lock, stock and barrel.


It is said that the first few steps define an individual’s future. No wonder Com. Godbole rose to such great heights in the trade union movement when he displayed a rare sense of militancy coupled with commitment in his early days in the Bank’s service. It is to such a valiant and noble spirit that we offer our obeisance and pray that the almighty God grant eternal peace to his soul. We salute Com. R.N. Godbole’s memory and hope that coming generations find inspiration from his ideals and achievements.

         Sd/-

(Prakash Gangal)
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