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            1st may 2012
“MAY   DAY”

On this ‘May Day’, celebrated as ‘Labour Day’ throughout our Country, we convey our revolutionary greetings to all the dedicated members of our great edifice.


The history of ‘May Day’ can be traced to USA, when the revolt against the exploitation of labourers erupted and six lives were lost during the strike in 1886.  The first ‘May Day’ celebration was called in 1890 in memory of the above incident and with a demand to legislate 8-hour working day and also for improving the working conditions of wage earners.  Ever since then, workers in countries all over the world commemorate and celebrate ‘May Day’ with zeal enthusiasm, holding demonstration, rallies etc.  In India, first ‘May Day’ was celebrated in Chennai (then Madras) on 1st May 1923.


The continuing economic crisis is hitting the labour force and unemployment is still a worry in many Countries including India. According to a current estimate, about 40 million unemployed people are in India. Even though in the developed/developing countries, Governments spend in Billions/Crores to ensure recovery of large companies/financial firms, the work force remain a neglected lot.  

A fresh spurt in growth can only come from boosting investor sentiments.  The PSBs in India accounting for well over 70% of the assets of the Indian Banking system, contribute significantly to the country’s economic development, particularly rural and agricultural development.  In this context, the Government’s eagerness in implementing Khandelwal Committee recommendations becomes a retrograde step in HR concept affecting the welfare of the workforce to a great extent.  


Outsourcing the permanent jobs, exploitation of labour and continuing inflationary conditions also make the life difficult for the labour force.  In our Bank, at branches staff shortage and late-sitting is still prevalent and augmenting adequately with new recruitment will provide the required relief to them.


We are on the doorsteps of X Bipartite Settlement and shortly the Charter of Demands will be submitted at the apex level and a strong co-ordinated effort only will bring in desired result.  Against this backdrop, the paramount need for unity amongst the workforce has been vividly demonstrated in the nationwide one-day strike on 28th February 2012, when the Unions cutting across party lines joined together first time after independence, for the cause of not only the workforce but also to highlight the sufferings of common man and to expose the ill-advised moves of the Government.

We urge upon the membership to prepare themselves for unified, sustained struggles and sacrifices which alone can protect us.


With Revolutionary greetings,
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        (C.M.BASKARAN)
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